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Dear Sir: 


AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. Sec 1J6 


In response to the Official Action dated March 10, 2004, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 


30. (currently amended) The method of Claim 23 wherein said talc comprises from 
about 2 % to about §0 25% of said additive mixture, said carrier comprises from about 50 
% to about 96 % of said additive mixture, and said beads con^rises from about 2 % to 
about 50 25% of said additive mixture. 

33. (currently amended) The drilling fluid additive of Claim 31 wherein said talc 
comprises from about 2 % to about 50 25% of said additive mixture, said carrier 
comprises from about 50 % to about 96 % of said additive mbcture, and said beads 
comprise from about 2 % to about 50 25% of said additive mixture. 


IN THE CLAIMS; 


